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U.S. Application No. 10/678,175 

REMARKS 

Formal Matters 

Applicants thank the Examiner for acknowledging the claim for priority under 35 
U.S.C. § 1 19, and receipt of a certified copy of the priority document. 

Applicants also thank the Examiner for considering the references cited with the 
Information Disclosure Statements filed October 6, 2003 and November 9, 2005. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 1-1 1 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Pat. Pub. No. 2004/0008633 to Youn, in various combinations with U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 
2003/0098777 to Taylor et al., U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2003/00133337 to Yamanda et al., and U.S. 
Patent No. 6,023,357 to Miyashita. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the primary reference, Youn, cited by the Examiner is 
not prior art with respect to the subject application. Youn would be prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(e)(1) as of its U.S. filing date, which is December 13, 2002. Since the subject application is 
entitled to the priority claim to Japanese Patent Application 2002-348069 filed November 29, 
2002, the subject application predates, and therefore disqualifies, the Youn reference as prior art. 
Applicants are submitting herewith a certified copy of the English translation of the priority 
document to perfect the claim for priority. 
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Since claims 1-1 1 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Youn in combination 

with other references, and since the primary reference, Youn, is disqualified as prior art, 

Applicants submit that the rejection of claims 1-1 1 must be withdrawn. Applicants further 

submit that the remaining references do not disclose or suggest the claimed invention. 

Therefore, claims 1-1 1 are patentable over the prior art. 

Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 
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